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spend much time in prayer even before morning Mass. She
sees them hard at work every day and all day, at the same
round of duties; and when she goes home for the holidays
she leaves them behind her, and knows that for them there
will be no holiday outings,... such as the relaxations to which
she looks forward with so much pleasure. On the other
hand, life in the world beckons to her with all the glamour of
the unknown. Unless she happens to be one of a large
family, the cares and responsibilities of married life are
almost a sealed book to her. Life-after-school pictures
itself to the average girl as a protracted holiday. When she
is home from school, everything is done to make her
happy; she has all the pleasures of home life, and very
few of its duties. How then is it possible for the religious
life, with which she is so familiar in its everyday aspect, to
retain for her any glamour in comparison with that which is
inevitably shed upon an unknownfiiturein the world, replete
with radiant possibilities ? The only possible explanation of
the development and persistence of a religious vocation in any
convent-bred girl lies in the realm of the supernatural.'* *
Many problems and difficulties beset the teaching
congregations to-day, and they need the strength that
comes from united action. The associations of Convent
Schools which in England, Holland, Germany, in Australia
and the States, unite together nuns from different orders,
are fruitful in opening up new possibilities, and in organising
a concerted policy. In the summer-schools,which are held
each year in a different convent, much interchange of ideas
can take place, and the basis can be laid of co-operation
and helpful intercourse.
No one can afford to remain in isolation, while much can
be gained by contact with other minds; for this reason the
* Sebool&t? Mtmories, Maty Catherine Gootor, pp, 47-9.